
Street Music Week 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is Street Music Week (SMW)? 

The concept of Street Music Week originated 

in Spokane, Wash., in 2002, when a local 

musician played along a city street to help 

raise money for a local food bank. The word 

soon spread to other U.S. cities. As more cities 

and local musicians embraced the grassroots 

concept, SMW eventually formalized into a 

national movement celebrated nationwide. 

How did SMW come to Appleton, Wis.? 

In 2013, Appleton became a SMW sister city. 

Those efforts were spearheaded by a Heid 

Music team member. 

When is SMW 2018? 

Nationally, SMW is celebrated the second 

week of June. In Appleton, SMW will be held 

June 11-15, including additional funds being 

raised through the Heid Music Summer 

Concert Series, as well as Appleton Downtown, 

Inc.’s Art on the Town and Farm Market 

events. 

Where is SMW held locally? 

SMW is concentrated along College Ave., 

between Drew and Walnut Streets, in 

Downtown Appleton. 

Who organizes SMW in Appleton? 

SMW is a collaborative effort between Heid 

Music and community organizations and 

businesses, particularly Appleton Downtown, 

Inc.; Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin; and 

participating Downtown Appleton businesses. 

Is there a local SMW headquarters? 

Heid Music Appleton serves as the central 

point for SMW activities. The address is 308 

E. College Ave., Appleton. 

Are there sponsors? 

Yes, SMW would not be possible without the 

support and contributions from local 

organizations and businesses. In addition to 

Appleton Downtown, Inc. and Feeding America 

Eastern Wisconsin, we’re grateful to Harrison 

Printing & Promotions, 4Imprint, and the 

many College Ave. businesses that have agreed 

to support SMW by displaying donation 

buckets and/or hosting live performers. 

In addition, Fox Communities Credit Union 

will provide a one-time match of $500 for all 

cash donations raised during the week’s 

festivities. 

Can our organization participate as a 

corporate match partner? 

Absolutely! We are always seeking 

partnerships from area organizations that are 

willing to help us make a difference. To get 

started, contact Liz Wollenberg at 

Liz.Wollenberg@FeedingAmericaWI.org. 

How does SMW work? 

Each day, Monday through Friday, local 

musicians will perform live music along the 

sidewalks of College Ave. during the lunch hour 

(noon to 1:00 p.m.). The community is invited 

to walk the streets during the lunch hour to 

enjoy entertainment. In addition, each 

performer will have specially marked orange 

Feeding America donation buckets nearby for 

patrons to make cash donations. 

How will my cash donations help? 

All donations will go directly to Feeding 

America Eastern Wisconsin. For every $1 

raised, Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin 

can provide up to three meals for local families 

in need. Your donations stay right here in our 

Wisconsin communities! In years past, Heid 

Music and Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin 

have used the funds raised to coordinate 

Mobile Pantries in Downtown Appleton and 

Fund a Bulk Repack Product. 

Do you accept other forms of donations (e.g., 

food)? 



SMW is designed to raise cash donations for 

Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin, which, in 

turn, uses each dollar to purchase food for 

meals. You are invited and encouraged to 

contact Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin if 

you’re interesting in donating in other ways. 

May I donate online? 

Unfortunately, SMW is currently not capable 

of accepting online donations. Online donations 

can be made directly to Feeding America 

Eastern Wisconsin by visiting 

FeedingAmericaWI.org. 

How much has SMW in Appleton raised? 

To date, SMW has raised nearly $16,000 in 

the Fox Valley (2013-2017). 

What is the donation goal for 2018? 

This year, we’re aiming to raise $7,000. 

Is SMW free? 

Yes, there is no fee to enjoy the live 

performances during the lunch hour, Monday-

Friday. Cash donations are encouraged but not 

required. In addition, there are no fees to 

participate by volunteering your musical 

talents (see later questions about how you can 

volunteer). 

What if I can’t make it during lunchtime? 

We understand. That’s why we’re expanding 

SMW in 2018 to give you even more options. 

If you can't make it during the lunch hour, 

we've added a convenient new performance. 

Join us Friday night (June 15, 5:00-8:00) as 

part of Appleton Downtown, Inc.'s free Art on 

the Town: Hidden Textures event. As you walk 

College Ave. to enjoy artistic creations in front 

of local businesses, area musicians will also 

perform live on the sidewalk to raise cash 

donations for Feeding America Eastern 

Wisconsin. 

Plus, Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin 

volunteers will be in attendance during the free 

Heid Music Summer Concert Series 

performance on Thursday night (June 14, 

5:00-8:00 p.m.) and the Saturday-morning 

Farm Market (June 16, 8:00 a.m.-12:30 

p.m.), both in Downtown Appleton. You'll see 

them toting large orange donation buckets 

through the crowds. 

Finally, select College Ave. businesses will 

feature donation buckets throughout the week 

so that, as you shop and dine, you can make a 

difference and help us reach the $7,000 goal! 

Just look for the orange Feeding America 

donation buckets during normal business hours 

at your favorite area businesses. 

How will donations be tallied? 

Each day, we’ll feature a thermometer tracker 

at Heid Music Appleton (308 E. College Ave.) 

to show our daily and total results. In addition, 

check or follow HeidMusic.com and Heid 

Music’s social channels (e.g., Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram) for updates. 

May I volunteer to perform? 

Yes, we're seeking musicians to donate an hour 

of their time by playing live. SMW is open to 

volunteer musicians of all ages and skill levels. 

Who can volunteer to perform live? 

Anyone can participate! Beginning musicians, 

advanced performers, school students, 

professional artists, instrumentalists, vocalists, 

cover bands, garage bands, aspiring singers. 

Have karaoke in your veins? That's cool, too! 

We’re also seeking school marching band 

partners to help us kick off each day of Street 

Music Week, Monday-Friday. Local marching 

bands from the Fox Cities area are invited to 

email Marketing@HeidMusic.com if they’re 

interested in kicking off a daily performance at 

11:45 a.m. Bands would then play and march 

from Heid Music Appleton to Houdini Plaza 

and back again (about 15-20 minutes). While 

schools would incur their own expenses from 

the trip/performance, participation may qualify 



for service hours. Plus, you can gain exposure 

for your music program! 

How often am I allowed to perform? 

You can perform one day, or pick multiple 

days! We only ask that you play for a minimum 

of one hour each day. Those planning to 

perform multiple days may repeat their 

performances or switch it up; you can also 

collaborate with other musicians to vary your 

set. 

If you're interested in donating your musical 

talents during Friday's Art on the Town, we're 

accepting one-hour performance reservations 

(or play all three hours), from 5:00 to 8:00. 

May I perform with other musicians? 

Yes. Performances may be solo, or consider 

performing as a duet, part of a band, or in any 

arrangement that works for you. 

How do I sign up to perform? 

Simply show up at Heid Music Appleton, 

between 11:30 and noon, any day during 

Street Music Week to pick up your donation 

materials. Advance registration is also 

welcome at HeidMusic.com/StreetMusicWeek. 

Or contact Audrey Hendrickson, SMW 

champion at Heid Music, at 

Audrey.Hendrickson@HeidMusic.com. 

What should I bring to my performance? 

On the day of your performance, simply come 

to Heid Music Appleton to receive your 

musician packet, donation materials and 

sidewalk assignment. 

You will be provided with all of the necessary 

donations materials, courtesy of Heid Music 

and Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin; 

simply bring your instrument, vocal chords, 

sound equipment or anything else needed to 

perform live. 

What should I do with any donations I receive? 

At the end of your performance, simply return 

to the musician station at Heid Music 

Appleton, and we’ll collect your funds for 

Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin there. 

Is there a cost to perform? 

No. The donations of your time and talents are 

greatly appreciated. SMW is a free event for 

the public and musicians. 

Are there any perks for performers? 

Totally! Musicians receive exclusive coupons 

good for discounts at participating area 

businesses, including shops and restaurants. 

May I share this on social media? 

Yes, please post photos, videos and more on 

your preferred social channels. Join the 

national movement by using 

#StreetMusicWeek. Please note: By attending 

this event, you may be filmed or photographed. 

Heid Music reserves the right to use photos and 

videos for promotional purposes. 

Have questions? Want to learn more? 

Email Marketing@HeidMusic.com. You can 

also learn more at 

HeidMusic.com/StreetMusicWeek. 

For information about Feeding America 

Eastern Wisconsin, visit 

FeedingAmericaWI.org. Its distribution center 

and offices are located at 2911 Evergreen Dr., 

Appleton. 

For a list of Downtown Appleton businesses 

and events, go to AppletonDowntown.org. 


